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Guide text
  The protection of Czechoslovakia’s national border after World War I was based on the principles of a democratic state. The most important element – the state force designed to guard the security of the national borders – was the FINANCIAL GUARD (FG). Its efforts mostly focused on the protection of the country’s economic interests, a task inherited to a large extent from its predecessors; the Financial Guard was established long before 1918, specifically on 22 December 1842, based on a decision by Emperor Ferdinand I.
   The Financial Guard’s border activities were governed by the Customs Act No. 114/1927 Coll., which authorized the FG to guard the national border and supervise over passenger traffic as well as the circulation of goods. The Act also specifically provided for the Guard’s obligation to participate in the military defence of the national borders, if necessary.
   The life and service of an FG member were challenging; not everyone could become a member – there were tough requirements in the area of health, physical abilities, loyalty, discipline and other aspects and every guard had to meet them and take an oath of allegiance. For example, the FG members were not even allowed to get married without permission. And their service as such was equally demanding. In winter, in summer, always in a uniform, in a tough and often very rugged terrain, at daytime as well as at night, living in barracks without any holidays (e.g. with a guaranteed annual eight-day leave) etc.
   The government had to respond to the worsening international situation, especially in the neighbouring Germany, and issued its Regulation No. 270/1936 Coll. of 23 October 1936 on the establishment of the State Defence Guard (SDG). The primary purpose of this measure was to provide for an immediate defence of the national borders and to facilitate the arrival of the army. The SDG comprised members of the Financial Guard, gendarmes, state police officers and military reinforcements. The importance of the SDG forces rested in particular in the ability of their immediate deployment, i.e. taking positions along the border.
   When the Czechoslovak government accepted the so-called Munich Agreement on Friday, 30 September 1938, the nation was in a state of shock. The FG members, along with gendarmes and police officers, remained in their positions until the bitter end of the Republic. Over forty of them died defending their country and this exhibition, together with memorial plaques of those who did not survive, commemorates their fight.
   The FG was dissolved on 1 January 1949 and merged with the National Security Force.
